
 
 

The past weeks have been like a roller coaster ride!  On Christmas Eve, I received the good 
news that my visa and entry permit arrived in the mail.  I was so happy with this Christmas 
present, but then only a couple of days later, found out in the news that Japan was closing 
down its borders to all foreigners. Not again!!  I received more information in the days 
following but needed to get confirmation about exemptions from the Japanese Consulate 
on Monday, December 28th.  I found out that if I could fly in to Japan before January 3rd, I 
would be accepted in to the country.  So, I quickly checked the flights that were available 
and the last flight was leaving on December 31st and arriving in Tokyo on January 1st!  The 
next hurdle was to try and get a Covid-19 PCR test the next day.  This was a long shot since I 
had earlier tried to get an appointment and never received a reply.  I thought that if God 
wants me in Japan, I would have to miraculously get an appointment for the next day within 
hours of sending in my application form via email.  I got acceptance of my application for an 
appointment within a half hour of sending in my request!!!  My jaw dropped when I saw the 
email come in.  This could only be God giving me the go-ahead.  So, on December 28th, 
which happened to be my 50th birthday, the decision was made to go to Japan in 3 days 
time!   The laboratory said it might take up to 48 hours to get my test result and document 
sent to me and I received it within 24 hours!!  Every detail that needed to be taken care of in 
such little time could only be attributed to God.  Paul Ewing and family had to quickly make 
plans to book a hotel and drive 7-8 hours from Osaka to Tokyo in order to meet me at Narita 
airport because I would not be allowed to ride any public transportation.  In order to avoid a 
2 week quarantine in a hotel in Tokyo, they drove me all the way back to my apartment 
after waiting for me for hours at the airport.  Driving through the night and into the early 
morning hours, I arrived at my apartment around 3 am on January 2nd!  I was exhausted, but 
so happy and thankful for all that had happened to get me there.  I am now self-isolating in 
my apartment for 2 weeks.  My health will be monitored by a phone call every two days 
from the health authority until my quarantine is over.  I left 2020 and Canada behind on the 
last day of the year and welcomed the new year in Japan!  What a great start to the new 
year!   
 
Prayer items:   

1.  Please pray for Shan Reed as she travels back to the US on her 6 month home 
assignment this week.  Pray for her safety, health and good time of rest and time 
with family and her supporting churches.   

2. Prayer for quick adjustment to life back in Japan after being 20 months away and re-
establishing a good rhythm of ministry with the women that I am mentoring here.   

 
 


