
 
 

AUGUST 2022 

C E L E B R A T I O N S  A N D  S E M I N A R S  

Praises 
• A wonderful farewell celebration of thanksgiving to the Ewings and their faithful ministry at Komyo Christian 

Church. 
• The Ladies Seminars brought much encouragement to the women who attended in both the Aichi and 

Osaka regions in June and July. 
• The Asian Evangelical Alliance D6 Family Conference held in late May was well attended by Japanese 

participants, with translation for the first time. Good tips on family ministry were shared here. 
• The founder of the Japan Evangelical Association Women's Commission, Ms. Akiko Minato, gave a powerful 

speech about the things that she has learned over her 90 years span of life at a recent Zoom presentation. 
Over 350 people attended and were inspired by her life of ministry and dedication to the gospel. 

Prayer 
• JBC Pastors and Family Retreat August 23–25. Pray that all who attend would come away refreshed and 

encouraged by the Lord and each other’s fellowship. 
• Pray for the Komyo Church (Pastor Saijo, Shan Reed, and other church leaders) as they continue to adjust 

and envision future ministry. 
• Pray for the Ewings to have an encouraging home assignment. Pray for me and Shan Reed as we take on 

more responsibilities to cover their roles in Japan. 
• For the ladies seminars and mentoring times to continue to have a positive impact on the women in their 

lives. 
• Pray for the Japan Evangelical Association Women's Commission as we regroup with new members and 

roles and try to improve the way we communicate with one another. Pray that we would be led by His Spirit 
in planning for future Zoom presentations and a women’s retreat. 

Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things; 

his right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 
P S A L M  9 8 : 1  ( N I V )  

We all enjoyed a celebration of thanksgiving as 
Komyo Church hosted a farewell party for Paul and 
Melissa Ewing (and son Elijah) for their faithful 
ministry in planting the church and raising it up to 
where it is today. Shan Reed and the leaders at the 
church did a great job of organizing the event, 
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which was filled with tributes of song, speeches, a 
PowerPoint presentation, and gifts. The rented hall 
was filled with many people who wanted to show 
their appreciation. The Ewings are now back in the 
States on home assignment, while Shan Reed and I 
take on more responsibilities to cover the needs 
here. We would appreciate your prayers for us as 
we juggle these additional tasks. 

The Ladies Seminar on June 25 in the Aichi region 
was well attended, and it was a great kick-off for 
the introduction to a series of seminars we will 
have on the topic of Developing a Discerning 
Heart. Shan Reed and I enjoyed facilitating this 
seminar, which had some good feedback from the 
participants. We already have a set date for the next 
one, which will be held at the end of November. 
We were also glad to have a seminar in the Osaka 
region on July 26. We were smaller in number, but 
it made for a more intimate group to introduce 
Spiritual Disciplines and to actually try some 
together. We did Lectio Divina and also a “Savor” 
experience to introduce the concept of slowing 
down and being more aware of the present 
moment. The ladies are going to be working on 
some other disciplines of breath prayer, meditation, 
and intercessory prayer in the months ahead before 
the next seminar. I am encouraged by the women’s 
enthusiasm to learn and to grow together. 

My involvement with the Japan Evangelical 
Association Women’s Committee keeps me busy 
as they organize many events throughout the year 
to bring Christian women together across the 
nation and interdenominationally to learn. Some 
women I am personally mentoring have gotten 
much encouragement from these events. Please 
pray with me that more of them will participate and 
be spiritually encouraged and challenged by these 
learning opportunities. As a committee, we are 
regrouping and trying to improve our effectiveness 
and communication with one another. Please pray 
that we would be able to do this with the help of the 
Holy Spirit’s guidance. 

The summer days are hot and humid, and it is 
always a great idea to take a break. There is a JBC 
Pastors and Family Retreat August 23–25. It had 
been put off due to the pandemic last year, and it 
was decided that it should be fine to gather this 
year. Japan is experiencing another huge wave of 
Covid cases again. Pray that all would be kept safe 
and be able to participate. Pray that the pastors and 
their families will be able to enjoy rest in the Lord 
and find encouragement in fellowshipping with 
others in the same family of churches. 

Thankful for your prayers! In Christ, 

Yuri Nakano 
J A P A N :  S H I N H I N O O D A I  2 - C H O  2 - 5 - 6 1 3 ,  M I N A M I - K U ,  S A K A I - S H I ,  O S A K A - F U ,  J A P A N  5 9 0 - 0 1 4 3  
N A K A N O Y U R I @ H O T M A I L . C O M  
N A B O N M I S S I O N . O R G / M I S S I O N A R I E S / Y U R I - N A K A N O  

mailto:serve@nabconf.org
mailto:NAKANOYURI@HOTMAIL.COM
https://nabonmission.org/MISSIONARIES/YURI-NAKANO/

